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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1972. 


Council  Offices, 

PRUDHOE,  NE42  5NF, 
N  or thumberland • 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  honour  to  present  the  report  on  the  health 
of  the  district  during  1972* 

In  considering  the  vital  statistics  for  the  district 
and  particularly  the  low  birth  rate  and  the  high  death  rate 
it  has  to  be  remembered  that  now  12 %  of  the  population  are 
patients  at  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital.  Many  of 
these  patients  are  in  the  younger  age  groups  but  with  a 
higher  death  rate  and  a  negligible  birth  rate.  If  they 
are  excluded  the  crude  birth  rate  becomes  14.3  per  1,000 
and  the  death  rate  11.8  per  1,000. 

During  1972,  there  was  little  work  in  connection  with 
infectious  diseases.  The  tuberculosis  register  was  brought 
up-to-date.  The  work  done  in  connection  with  the  selection 
of  tenants  at  the  Manors  is  described.  Since  this  will 
probably  be  the  last  full  report  a  historical  note  has  been 
included. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Oxley  and  Miss  Gray  for  the 
work  they  have  done  in  the  department,  to  the  other  officers 
of  the  Council,  doctors,  nurses  and  others  for  their 
co-operation  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their 
support . 


Yours  faithfully, 

H.  C.  T.  Smith, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  in  acres  . 

3,889 

Registrar  General* s  Estimate 

of  Population 

11,170 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ... 

•  •  •  •  t  • 

3,612 

Rateable  Value  . 

•  It  •  •  • 

£318,207 

Sum  represented  by  one  pence 

273.t0  •  •  •  •  • 

£  3,373 

Population  Trends 


Year  1951 

•  #  • 

9,484 

1956 

•  •  t 

9,950 

1961 

•  t  • 

9,990 

1962 

•  •  • 

10,180 

1963 

•  •  • 

10,330 

1964 

•  •  • 

10,490 

1965 

•  •  • 

10,580 

1966 

•  •  # 

10,660 

1967 

•  •  • 

10,660 

1968 

•  •  • 

10,730 

1969 

t  •  t 

10,930 

1970 

•  •  « 

11,060 

1971 

•  •  • 

n,o4o 

1972 

#  •  • 

11,170 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Numbers 

Female 

TOTAL 

RATES 

1972 

LIVE  BIRTHS  . 

78 

6l 

159 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

12.4 

Comparability  factor:  0.90 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

11.2 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS  . 

6 

4 

10 

Illegitimate  birth  rate  per  100  total 

live  births 

7.2 

STILLBIRTHS  . 

- 

1 

1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and 

stillbirths 

7.1 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILLBIRTHS  . 

78 

62 

i4o 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR. 

2 

1 

3 

Infant  mortality  rate  (Deaths  in  the 
first  year  of  life  per  1,000  live 

births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

21.6 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths.  ...  ... 

- 

- 

Nil 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4  WEEKS 

2 

1 

3 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (Deaths  under 

4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births) . 

21.6 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Stillbirths 
+  deaths  in  the  first  week  per  1,000 
total  births) . 

28.6 

DEATHS  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

85 

66 

151 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population .  13*5 

Comparability  factor:  l.l6 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  population  15*7 


There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  in 
Prudhoe  since  1956. 
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1956  -  i960 

1961  -  1965  ... 

1966  -  1970 

1971 

1972  . . . 

f 

Year 

H  H  H  I-1  H 

h  !— 1  ro  vji  _p- 

•  •  •  •  • 

l\)  H  Ul  ON 

i 

Birth 

Rate 

(Adjusted) j 

-<3  V>l  VM  VjJ  1— ' 

•  •  •  •  O 

ru  on  00  41-  ^ 

i  Illegi¬ 
timate 
Live  Birth 
Rate 

18.1 

10.8 

16.0 

7.2 

7.1 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

ro  iv  h  i\j 

H  H  OO  H  H 

•  •  •  ©  • 

CT\  vO  VM  -O  Vj] 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

t\)  H  H  h  rv> 

H  -P-  O  VO  \Q 

•  •  «  •  • 

On  On  ^  ViJ  W 

Neonatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

roHror\)-p- 

OO  -p-  H  -<3  -p- 

0  •  •  •  • 

ct\  vji  ro  ro  0 

i 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Rate 

H  H  M  H  H 

Ul  W  \>J  f  w 

•  •  •  »  »  i 

~<1  l\)  vO  -O  -p- 

i  _ 

Death 

Rate 

(Adjusted) 

1 

1 

5 


Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


6 


Comparison  with  Other  Areas  -  1972 


DEATHS 


Cause  of  Stillbirth 

The  single  stillbirth  was  an  intra-uterine  death  of  unknown 
causation. 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 


All  three  infant  deaths  occurred  within  24  hours  of  birth  and 
were  in  hospital. 

The  causes  were: 

(1)  Congenital  heart  disease. 

(2)  Respiratory  distress  syndrone  and  prematurity. 

(3)  Asphyxia  due  to  bronchial  obstruction  by  mucous. 

Principal  Causes  of  Death 

There  were  37  deaths  in  permanent  residents  at  the  Prudhoe 
and  Monkton  Hospital.  The  remainder  of  the  district  had  ll4  deaths 
giving  a  crude  death  rate  of  approximately  11.8  per  1,000  population. 


Total 

Hospital 

Home 

No 

% 

No 

% 

No 

% 

C&I1G02?  •••  •  •  •  •  •  •  ••• 

29 

(19.2) 

3 

(  8.1) 

26 

C22.8) 

Ischaemic  heart  disease.  ... 

31 

(20.5) 

2 

(  5.4) 

29 

(25.5) 

Cerebro-vascular  disease 

28 

(18.5) 

3 

(  8.1) 

25 

(21.9) 

Other  heart  &  circulatory  disease 

11 

( 7.3) 

3 

(  8.1) 

8 

( 7.0) 

Respiratory  disease  . 

17 

(11.3) 

9 

(24.3) 

8 

( 7.0) 

All  other  diseases  . 

21 

(13.9) 

12 

(32.4) 

9 

( 7.9) 

Violence  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

14 

( 9.3) 

-5 

(13.5) 

9 

( 7.9) 

151 

37 

114 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  AGES  DURING  1972 
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Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  deaths 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications  1972 

Three  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified. 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis.. . M  52 

F  50  (Hospital) 

Non-Pulmonary  tuberculosis . F  53 

Tuberculosis  Registers 

Pulmonary  N on-Pulmonary  _  , 


Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

January,  1972 .  8 

4 

3 

13 

December,  1972....  6 

Prudhoe  &  Monkton  Hospital 

3 

3 

12 

January,  1972 .  10 

9 

1 

1 

21 

December,  1972....  6 

9 

1 

1 

17 

During  1972,  the  figures  for  Prudhoe  Hospital  were  revised. 
Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Year 

New  Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Average  1951/1955 

•  • 

12 

3 

2 

Average  1956/1960 

•  • 

7 

1 

2 

1961 

•  • 

4 

— 

1 

1962 

•  • 

1 

2 

1 

1963  . . 

•  • 

8 

— 

2 

1964 

•  • 

5 

— 

1 

1965  .. 

•  • 

1 

- 

- 

1966 

•  • 

6 

1 

1 

1967  . . 

•  • 

3 

3 

- 

1968 

•  • 

— 

- 

1 

1969  . . 

•  • 

1 

— 

- 

1970  . . 

•  • 

- 

— 

1 

1971  . . 

•  • 

1 

- 

1 

1972  . . 

•  • 

2 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notifications  received 


Under 

1  year 

1-4 

5-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65  + 

TOTAL 

Measles . 

1 

6 

3 

— 

— 

10 

Meningococcal 

Meningitis. • • 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

- 

- — 

1 

-  - 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Month  of  notification 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Octr 

Novr 

Deer 

Measles . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal 
Meningitis. . 

— 

- 

1 

Scarlet  Fever.. 

i - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

— 
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The  Manors ,  Prudhoe . 


The  Manors,  a  grouped  dwelling  scheme  of  28  self-contained 
one-bedroomed  flats  with  a  warden’s  flat  and  a  large  common  room 
and  kitchen  was  opened  early  in  1972.  Due  to  the  generosity  of 
the  Prudhoe  Nursing  Association  who  contributed  their  remaining 
funds  the  communal  accommodation  is  larger  than  in  most  similar 
schemes.  The  kitchen  is  large  enough  to  serve  all  the  meals  on 
wheels  for  Prudhoe  at  present  180  per  week. 

The  Council  decided  initially  to  offer  houses  to  persons 
recommended  by  myself.  The  doctors,  nurses  and  health  visitors 
of  the  district,  the  Social  Services  Department  and  the  Hexham 
Hospital  were  asked  to  recommend  suitable  persons  who  were  all 
visited.  In  all  52  visits  were  paid  some  of  them  in  connection 
with  subsequent  vacancies.  Six  persons  were  thought  not  suitable 
and  a  further  eleven  declared  they  were  not  interested.  In  some 
instances  this  was  a  great  pity  as  they  were  old  people  living  in 
entirely  unsuitable  accommodation.  Eight  of  the  flats  could  have 
accommodated  two  persons  but  in  fact  all  but  three  were  let  to 
single  persons. 

The  age  range  of  the  persons  initially  selected  was  as  follows: 


Under 

65 

years. 

(3) 

65 

to 

70 

t» 

(6) 

71 

to 

75 

u 

(4) 

76 

to 

80 

u 

(4) 

81 

to 

85 

n 

(6) 

85 

+ 

(5) 

This  is  perhaps  an  older  age  range  than  is  desirable 
particularly  as  some  of  the  oldest  people  demanded  upstairs  flats 
because  of  the  slightly  better  view.  However  where  a  need  exists 
it  is  very  difficult  not  to  meet  it  and  in  fact  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  and  not  always  among  the  most  elderly,  people  have 
settled  down  very  well.  The  place  has  become  a  centre  for 
voluntary  activities  on  behalf  of  old  people  in  the  area  and 
this  plus  the  efforts  of  the  wardens  not  to  mention  some  of  the 
old  people  themselves  has  made  the  Manors  an  excellent  place  for 
the  elderly  persons  of  the  district. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTE 


Prudhoe  Urban  District  was  formed  in  April,  1910,  following  a 
public  enquiry.  Local  people  felt  it  to  their  advantage  to  break 
away  from  the  Hexham  Rural  District  of  which  they  had  till  then  formed  a 
part. 


The  district  comprised  the  following  parishes: 


Parish 

Acreage 

Inhabited 

Houses 

Population 

Prudhoe . 

1,457. 

905. 

4,500. 

Prudhoe  Castle. 

645. 

142. 

846. 

Eltringham . 

356. 

86. 

563. 

Mickley . .  • 

1,431. 

382. 

1,910. 

3,889 

1,515 

7,819 

At  this  time  coal  mining  was  the  principal  industry  with  the  houses 
at  Mickley,  Low  Prudhoe  and  West  Wylam  almost  all  being  owned  by  the 
coal  companies.  Much  of  the  housing  was  of  a  low  standard.  The 
Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  supplied  most  of  the  district 
but  in  many  cases  the  water  supply  was  to  a  standpipe.  A  few  of  the 
outlying  houses  depended  on  wells  and  springs.  Most  of  the  area  was 
sewered  but  the  sewers  only  served  to  remove  surface  water.  In  1910? 
there  were  probably  no  water  closets  in  Prudhoe.  Privies  and  ash- 
closets  were  the  rule  and  judging  from  later  statistics  there  could  only 
have  been  one  privy  to  two  or  three  houses  in  many  cases. 

Household  refuse,  which  was  at  that  time  almost  entirely  ash,  and 
the  contents  of  the  privies  were  put  on  middens  which  were  cleared  every 
two  to  four  weeks.  One  midden  could  serve  several  houses.  Some 
were  open,  some  were  near  the  kitchens  of  other  houses  and  even  adjacent 
to  shops  selling  food.  Scavenging  was  done  by  contractors  in  Prudhoe 
village  and  by  the  colliery  companies  in  other  parts  of  the  district. 

One  health  hazard  at  this  time  was  the  soil  around  houses  and  it 
was  most  important  that  yards,  particularly  communal  yards  should  be 
made  up.  The  same  applied  to  pavements  so  that  they  could  be  cleaned 
and  properly  drained.  Otherwise  infected  material  could  easily  be 
trodden  into  houses. 

In  1910,  there  were  265  births  giving  a  birth  rate  of  34  per 
1,000  more  than  twice  the  present  rate.  There  were  112  deaths  and  a 
death  rate  of  l4  per  1,000  in  spite  of  the  fairly  young  population. 

33  of  the  deaths  were  in  infants  under  one  year  giving  an  infant 
mortality  of  135  per  1,000  births.  A  further  twenty  deaths  occurred 
between  the  ages  of  one  and  25. 

One  of  the  major  causes  of  sickness  and  death  was  infectious 
disease.  In  1910  there  were  five  deaths  from  infantile  diarrhoea, 
two  from  scarlet  fever  and  one  from  diphtheria. 
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The  Council  shared  responsibility  with  Hexham  Rural  Council  for 
the  Edgewell  Hospital,  an  iron  and  wood  structure,  containing  twelve 
beds  to  which  children  with  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  were  admitted. 
A  similar  hospital  at  Dipt on,  the  Lightwater  Hospital,  took  in  small¬ 
pox  cases  when  these  occurred.  In  1910,  there  were  ten  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  and  at  that  time  no  hospital  or  dispensary  was  available 
in  the  County. 

The  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  Prudhoe  was  Dr.  T. 
Cunningham  Penfold  who  had  been  M.O.H.,  of  Hexham  Rural  District  since 
1901  and  continued  with  both  posts  until  1913 •  Dr*  Robert  McCoull 
who  was  in  practice  in  Prudhoe  was  M.O.H.,  from  1913  -  1926  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Dr.  George  McCoull  who  was  M.O.H.,  from  1926  - 
1948  with  Dr.  Isabella  Hood  and  Dr.  Davison  being  acting  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  while  Dr.  McCoull  was  on  war  service.  Dr.  Madge 
Hopper  was  M.O.H.,  from  1948  -  1964  and  she,  like  myself,  was  M.O.H., 
for  other  districts  and  had  an  appointment  with  Northumberland  County 
Council. 


In  considering  the  period  between  the  two  world  wars  one  has  to 
remember  the  great  hadship  that  existed  over  much  of  this  period. 
While  the  will  to  improve  the  health  of  the  district  was  there  the 
financial  resources  necessary  to  do  so  were  lacking. 

In  1919  there  were  100  w.c's.,  in  the  district  and  800  privies 
for  a  total  of  1,700  houses.  There  were  325  back-to-back  houses. 
Not  only  were  the  houses  unsatisfactory  but  because  no  building  had 
taken  place  during  the  war  there  was  a  grave  overall  shortage  of 
houses  and  severe  overcrowding.  52  army  huts  were  converted  to 
temporary  houses.  The  first  council  houses  were  the  80  at  Edgewell 
completed  in  1921. 

In  1920,  the  Council  arranged  for  the  conversion  of  an  army  hut 
into  a  maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic .  This  service  was  taken 
over  by  the  County  Council  in  1922.  About  this  time  also  plans 
were  afoot  to  build  a  cottage  hospital  in  Prudhoe.  The  Edgewell 
Hospital  was  termed  "an  antiquated  tin  shed”  and  had  no  facilities 
for  the  bathing  of  patients.  Nevertheless  because  finance  was  not 
available  for  its  replacement  it  remained  in  existence  till  1938. 
After  then  arrangements  were  made  v/ith  other  authorities  for  the 
admission  of  infectious  diseases  cases. 

In  1921,  there  were  three  nurses  and  three  midwives  in  the 
district  all  employed  by  private  nursing  associations.  In  1924 
the  Mickley  Workmen's  Ambulance  Association  provided  a  motor 
ambulance  for  the  district  which  proved  a  great  boon.  Dr.  McCoull 
commented,  "It  has  provided  a  long  felt  want,  and  has  eased  consid¬ 
erably  the  financial  burden  of  those  who  in  the  old  days  would  have 
had  to  have  a  private  car,  and  those  who  are  compelled  to  use  the 
horse  ambulance.  I  think  if  I  might  make  the  suggestion  that  a 
further  improvement  in  this  respect  would  be  the  provision  of  a 
telephone  in  the  house  of  the  ambulance  driver". 
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The  horse  ambulance  referred  to  by  Dr.  McCoull  was  probably 
the  vehicle  used  to  convey  people  to  Hexham  workhouse. 

A  separate  horse  drawn  ambulance  was  used  for  infectious 
diseases  cases. 

In  1925  there  was  an  outbreak  of  smallpox.  At  this  time 
Dr.  George  McCoull  was  Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  because 
of  the  illness  of  his  father  *  He  describes  the  outbreak. 


"The  first  case  was  notified  early  in  April,  and  the  following 
steps  were  immediately  taken:-  Tbe  Ministry  of  Health,  Local 
Practitioners,  Public  Vaccinators,  and  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  adjacent  areas  were  immediately  notified,  and  in  order 
to  clinch  the  diagnosis  of  the  case  the  County  Medical  Officer 
kindly  consented  to  meet  the  notifying  practitioner  and  myself 
in  consultation,  and  as  a  result  of  this  it  was  agreed  that  there 
could  be  no  room  for  doubt  that  the  case  was  a  true  Smallpox. 

I  mention  this  latter  fact  because  in  the  first  few  weeks 
of  the  epidemic,  for  some  reasons,  political  considerations,  pure 
sentimentalism,  personal  prejudices,  or  something  else,  unknown 
and  undiscovered,  a  certain  section  of  the  community  endeavoured 
to  make  out  that  the  disease  was  not  Smallpox  at  all.  If  there 
is  one  sure  thing  about  the  epidemic  it  is  that  the  disease  was 
definitely  Smallpox  and  nothing  else.  The  evidence  for  stating 
this  is  conclusive,  whereas  what  was  brought  against  it  was  either 
irrelevant,  trivial,  or  sheer  imbecility.  I  feel  very  strongly 
on  this  matter,  for  if  those  "Ant i-Every things"  had  used  their 
energies  on  the  side  of  science  and  common  sense  I  would  have  been 
spared  many  wranglings  with  uninformed  people  who  were  capable 
neither  of  close  observation  nor  logical  deduction. 

The  second  case  was  notified  on  the  following  day. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  these  cases  were  notified  on  and 
about  the  Good  Friday,  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting 
into  touch  with  the  various  people  concerned.  It  was  a  mighty  effort 
on  the  part  of  Dr.  Steedman  to  open  up  the  Lightwater  Hospital, 
commencing  with  no  staff  on  a  public  holiday,  and  finishing  up  by 
taking  in  our  first  cases  within  twenty-four  hours  of  notification. 

At  the  onset  there  was  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  tracing 
contacts.  Vaccination  could  not  be  enforced,  and  it  was  difficult 
to  find  anyone  who  would  take  advice  on  the  subject,  and  it  was  a 
common  occurrence  to  find  as  the  Medical  Officer  entered  at  the 
front  door  that  a  bunch  of  contacts  would  be  vanishing  out  at  the 
back.  It  was  quite  impossible  at  first  to  get  the  people  at 
large  to  treat  the  matter  seriously. 

On  April  27th  and  29th,  eleven  more  cases  were  notified.  This 
seemed  to  wake  the  district  up  somewhat,  and  there  commenced  a 
real  desire  on  the  part  of  parents  to  have  their  children  vaccinated. 
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By  this  time  the  Public  Vaccinators  had  got  well  under  way, 
and  vaccination  stations  had  been  established  at  Mickley,  Prudhoe, 
Low  Prudhoe,  Eltringham  and  West  Wylam.  At  the  schools  each 
of  the  children  were  given  a  piece  of  paper  to  take  home  to  their 
parents  asking  their  written  permission  for  the  children  to  be 
vaccinated,  and  there  were  not  many  refusals. 

Throughout  the  month  of  May  the  number  of  cases  steadily 
increased,  and  56  cases  were  reported.  During  the  first  week 
of  this  month  it  became  apparent  that  the  Lightwater  Hospital 
was  quite  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district,  and  the 
Minister  of  Health  was  informed  as  each  new  case  arose  that 
there  was  no  hospital  accommodation  available  for  it.  The 
Ministry  considered  that  this  most  urgent  and  deplorable  state 
of  affairs  should  be  enquired  into,  and  sent  down  Dr.  Sturdee, 
who  inspected  the  cases  in  their  homes  and  also  the  arrangements 
of  the  Public  Vaccinators.  He  advised  getting  into  touch  with 
the  Blaydon  Council,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  accommodation  for 
the  surplus  cases.  This  was  done,  and  as  an  outcome  we  were 
offered  the  use  of  twenty  beds  at  the  Sealburns  Hospital,  and 
commenced  to  lead  in  our  patients  on  the  l4th  May.  By  the  l6th 
we  had  taken  up  all  our  beds,  and  I  was  compelled  to  press  for 
more  accommodation.  At  the  Hospital  they  managed  somehow,  and 
by  the  25th  the  Prudhoe  patients  had  thirty- two  beds,  which  was 
the  outside  limit  of  space  they  could  let  us  have. 

At  this  time  Lightwater  was  full,  and  it  became  noticeable 
that  the  attitude  of  the  people  was  changing,  the  scoffers  were 
becoming  silent  in  the  face  of  public  opinion,  and  the  doubters 
ceased  to  doubt,  and  got  vaccinated  instead.  This  had  an 
immediate  effect,  and  the  number  of  cases  reported  weekly  fell 
slightly,  so  that  we  were  just  able  to  keep  within  our  quota  of 
beds  at  the  hospitals. 

During  June,  the  number  of  cases  continued  to  fall  off  in 
numbers,  and  in  July  only  one  case  was  notified. 

This  finished  the  epidemic. 

There  were  94  cases  in  all,  47  males  and  47  females,  and  the 


following 

table  shows  the 

distribution 

with  regard  to 

age:  - 

0-5 

5-10 

10-20 

20-30  30-40 

40-50  50-60 

Over 

60 

Totals 

Males . . 

2 

9 

15 

7  2 

3  8 

3 

47 

Females 

4 

10 

19 

3  5 

4  2 

— 

47 

Totals. . 

6 

19 

32 

10  7 

7  10 

3 

94 

The  distribution  with  regard  to  place  is  as  follows 


West  Wylam  . 

Prudhoe  . 

Low  Prudhoe  ...  ... 

Eltringham  . 

Mickley  and  West  Mickley 


64 

21 

2 

4 

3 


VACCINATION  -  It  is  impossible  to  say  the  exact  number  of 
vaccinations  performed  during  the  epidemic,  as  a  large  number  must 
have  been  done  privately  by  the  Medical  Practitioners  in  the 
district,  but  approximately  1,900  were  done  by  the  Public 
Vaccinators  alone. 


Of  the  94  cases,  66  had  never  been  vaccinated  at  all,  21 
had  been  vaccinated  in  infancy,  five  had  been  vaccinated  after 
the  occurrence  of  a  case  in  the  house  they  were  living  in,  and  in 
consequence  after  they  were  infected,  and  one  case  had  been 
vaccinated  in  infancy  and  revaccinated  twelve  years  before  the 
onset  of  the  disease. 


Of  the  21  cases  vaccinated  at  infancy,  the  youngest  was 
19  years  and  the  oldest  was  74;  the  average  duration  of  time 
between  these  cases  being  vaccinated  and  taking  the  disease  was 
43j  years. 

Of  the  six  cases  who  were  vaccinated  after  the  occurrence 
of  a  case  in  their  home,  the  onset  of  the  disease  occurred  from 
five  to  thirteen  days  after  vaccination,  and  they  had  been  in 
contact  with  cases  almost  continuously  from  two  to  six  days  before 
they  consented  to  become  vaccinated. 

I  do  not  propose  to  give  a  dissertation  on  the  virtues  of 
vaccination,  these  figures  speak  for  themselves,  and  it  is  quite 
sufficient  to  say  that  not  one  case  occurred  in  a  person  who  was 
in  a  vaccinated  condition. 


Before  leaving  the  question  of  Smallpox,  I  would  like  to  place 
on  record  my  thanks  to  all  those  who  helped  me  in  a  very  trying 
time,  especially  Mr.  Burnie,  who  had  the  job  of  talcing  the  cases 
to  hospital;  this  was  done  by  him  v/ith  a  great  amount  of  patience 
and  tact,  and  at  the  expense  of  a  large  amount  of  his  own  time". 


There  were  three  further  cases  of  mild  smallpox  in  1926,  one 
in  1930  and  there  have  been  none  since. 

Cases  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  occurred  most  years  during 
the  1920's  but  thereafter  only  very  occasionally  and  the  last  case 
in  Prudhoe  was  at  the  hospital  in  1967.  Diphtheria  occurred  most 
years  the  worst  year  being  1936  when  there  were  36  cases  and  three 
deaths.  Immunisation  was  introduced  in  1936  but  the  campaign  to 
immunise  all  children  did  not  really  get  going  until  1941. 
Thereafter  the  number  of  cases  diminished  and  the  last  case  to 
occur  in  Prudhoe  was  in  1948.  The  worst  year  for  scarlet  fever 
was  1914  when  there  were  146  cases.  In  1921,  there  were  97  cases 
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and  four  deaths.  Poliomyelitis  was  first  notified  in  1912 
when  there  were  two  cases.  There  was  one  case  in  1926  and  two 
in  1932.  After  the  war  the  disease  became  more  common  and 
thirteen  cases  occurred  between  19^7  and  i960.  Vaccination 
was  introduced  in  1936  and  there  have  been  no  cases  since  i960. 

Tuberculosis  did  not  become  notifiable  until  1912.  Between 
1921  and  1930  there  were  438  notifications  and  88  deaths  from 
all  forms  of  tuberculosis  in  Prudhoe.  The  County  Council  were 
responsible  for  the  tuberculosis  services  and  out-patient 
dispensaries  were  held  at  Newburn  and  Hexham.  There  were 
sanatoria  at  Woo ley  and  Barrasford  for  adults  and  for  children 
at  Stannington.  After  1948  the  tuberculosis  position  was 
transformed  as  a  result  of  effective  treatment  becoming  available. 
B.C.G. ,  vaccination  was  introduced  in  the  early  1930's.  These 
two  factors  plus  the  improvement  in  nutritional  and  housing 
standards  have  greatly  diminished,  although  not  eliminated,  the 
tuberculosis  problem. 


The  inspection  and  supervision  of  food  is  an  important  part 
of  the  work  of  health  departments.  In  1910  there  were  six 
slaughterhouses  in  Prudhoe.  These  wore  inspected  regularly  but 
there  was  no  systematic  meat  inspection  until  1922.  In  1910 
there  were  21  dairies  and  cowsheds  and  these  were  all  inspected 
regularly.  It  was  not  until  1926  that  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order  gave  really  satisfactory  control  of  milk  supplies. 


At  the  end  of  the  second  war  the  Council  had  4l0  houses 
including  the  80  at  Edgewell  demolished  in  1963*  153  prefabs 

were  quickly  erected.  These  lasted  until  the  late  1960's.  A 
start  was  made  with  building  permanent  houses  by  1948. 

The  relief  of  overcrowding  took  precedence  over  slum 
clearance  and  it  was  not  until  1955  that  a  start  was  made  in 
clearing  the  old  colliery  villages  of  West  Wylam  and  Mickley 
Square.  By  1961,  56 1  houses  had  been  cleared.  The  slum 
clearance  work  put  paid  to  the  privies  of  Prudhoe.  In  1946, 
there  were  600  of  these  serving  almost  1,000  houses  but  now 
only  two  remain  and  there  are  about  half-a-dozen  houses  where 
water  closets  are  shared.  These  are  being  dealt  with  by 
clearance  or  by  improvement  schemes.  Since  the  war  444  old 
houses  have  been  improved  by  grant-aided  schemes  and  much  work 
of  this  type  is  still  in  hand. 
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A  word  should  be  said  about  Prudhoe  Hospital.  The  land 
was  acquired  in  1913  but  the  hospital  did  not  really  get 
started  till  1919  when  there  were  400  epileptic  and  mentally 
deficient  patients.  At  the  present  there  are  1,400  and 
indeed  the  expansion  of  Prudhoe  from  a  population  of  7»S00 
to  11,200  could  largely  be  accounted  for  by  the  hospital 
which  with  1,000  persons  on  the  payroll  is  also  the  largest 
employer  in  the  district. 

In  looking  at  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  from 
the  primitive  conditions  which  existed  in  1910  all  who  have 
been  associated  with  the  Council  can  be  proud  of  the  improvement 
in  the  health  of  the  population  which  has  resulted.  The 
problems  confronting  the  original  Council  have  largely  been 
solved.  However,  many  new  problems  have  arisen  and  much  work 
remains  to  be  tackled  by  the  new  Authority. 
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REPORT 


of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1972. 

To:  Dr.  Smith, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  first  full  year's 
report  since  commencing  at  Prudhoe  as  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Much  of  my  time  has  been  spent  on  dealing  with  Improvement 
Grants  and  clearance  of  sub-standard  property,  perhaps  a  little 
to  the  detriment  of  my  other  duties  but  nevertheless  extremely 
necessary.  The  Housing  Act,  1971?  with  its  7 5%  financial  grant 
towards  improvement  has  increased  the  numbers  of  grants  approved 
and  this  proved  the  value  of  this  Act  because  it  has  greatly 
helped  in  persuading  private  owners  to  improve  their  properties. 
Council  houses  too  have  been  improved  in  no  mean  measure. 

The  West  Mickley  General  Improvement  Area  continues  towards 
its  purpose  of  improving  all  the  houses  therein,  perhaps  slower 
than  intended  but  nevertheless  surely. 

Against  pollution,  the  "free"  service  of  collecting  unwanted 
rubbish  has  been  a  distinct  success  if  the  diminished  dumping 
on  verges  and  country  lanes  is  any  guide. 

I  will  endeavour  to  report  details  under  the  usual  headings. 


INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Water  Supply  . 

e  •  • 

•  •  • 

0  •  e 

•  •  • 

3 

Drainage  ...  ... 

•  •  ♦ 

9  9  9 

o  •  • 

9  9  9 

67 

Stables  and  Piggeries... 

o  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Petrol  Installations  . . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

6 

Factories  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

•  •  • 

35 

Bakehouses,  Bakers  and  Confectioners 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

18 

Places  of  Entertainment  and 

Licensed  Premises... 

4 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

Refuse  Disposal 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

*  •  9 

•  •  • 

149 

Pest  Control  ... 

•  o  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  0  • 

33 

Schools  and  Shops 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway 

Premises  Act 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

86 

Noise  Abatement  . . . 

o  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

30 

Public  Health  Acts 

•  •  • 

%  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

176 

Housing  Acts  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

882 

Inquiries  &  Disinfection  in 

cases 

of  I. 

D. . 

9  9  9 

23 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

2 

Butchers,  Canteens,  Fishmongers, 

Grocers  & 

Food 

Preparing  Premises 

0  0  9 

•  •  • 

48 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  and  Restaurants. 

9  •  • 

•  ♦  • 

14 

Miscellaneous  Visits  (General  Sanitation). 

•  •  • 

211 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 

o  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

27 

1,827 
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Number  of  Nuisances  Found  .  207 

Number  of  Nuisances  Abated  .  204 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Served  ...  36 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  Complied  With  33 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Served  1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  Complied  With  1 


HOUSING 

The  only  Council  housing  constructed  during  1972  was  The  Manors 
at  West  Wylam.  This  self-contained  block  of  28  flats  for  the  elderly 
is  now  in  full  use  and  is  proving  to  be  a  worthy  venture. 

Private  house  building  continued  at  Paddock  Wood  by  individual 
owners  and  at  Castle  Hill  by  William  Leech  (Builders)  Ltd.  In  all 
35  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  regarding 
unfit  properties  on  the  Front  Street,  West  Road  and  St.  Thomas’  Terrace. 
The  Council  agreed  that  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  them  was  to 
purchase  by  agreement  for  demolition.  This  system  has  two  distinct 
advantages  in  that  it  cuts  legal  procedure  to  a  minimum  and  the  land 
becomes  Council-owned  and  can  be  put  to  good  use  if  necessary. 

Policy  in  the  past  used  to  aim  at  clearance  and  demolition  if 
property  was  unfit  but  with  the  greater  financial  aid  allowed  by  the 
Housing  Acts,  1969  &  1971?  many  houses  are  being  saved  by  improvement 
and  repair.  This  is  evident  at  West  Mickley,  North  and  South  Views, 
Mickley,  East  Street,  Mickley,  South  Road,  West  Road,  Victoria  Street, 
Wesley  Street,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe,  and  many  other  instances. 

Grant  approvals  have  increased  from  70  to  109 . 

Improvement  work  continued  at  the  West  Mickley  General  Improvement 
Area  but  slowly.  The  environmental  work  is  shortly  to  be  begun. 


1  New  Houses  completed  during 

With  State 

Unaided 

Total 

the  year 

Assistance 

- - -  -  - 

(a)  By  Local  Authority... . 

- - - 

28 

— 

28 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

-- 

— 

— 

(c)  By  Private  Persons . 

35 

35 
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ACTION  WITH  REGARD  TO  UNFIT  HOUSES 


CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION 

(1)  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

(2)  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas .  4 

(3)  Houses  Closed,  not  demolished  . .  3 

(4)  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  and  not  included  above  1 

REPAIRS 

Houses  made  fit 

(5)  By  informal  action  . .  .  109 

(6)  By  owners,  following  statutory  notice 

(7)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners...  ... 

(8)  Demolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction.. 


ESTIMATES  OF  CONDITION  OF  HOUSING 
STOCK  IN  MID-1972 

Unfit  dwellings 

(1)  In  areas  already  declared  under 
Part  III  Housing  Act ,  1957  • • • 

(2)  In  other  areas  to  be  declared  Under 
Part  III  Housing  Act,  1957  ••• 

(3)  Not  in  Part  III  areas . 

(4)  Total  of  unfit  dwellings  ... 

Dwellings  not  unfit 

(5)  Up  to  12-point  standard  ... 

(6)  Capable  of  improvement  to  12-point 

standard  . . . 

(7)  Not  capable  of  improvement  to 

12-point  standard 

Total  dwellings  in  the  area 


Number  of  dwellings 

Owned  by  local 

Other 

authority 

ownership 

35 

— 

35 

1,541 

1,601 

36 

300 

11 

1,577 

1,947 

HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS  -  HOUSING  ACTS,  1969-71 


A.  GENERAL  IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 


No.  of 
Areas 


No.  of 
Houses 


Areas  declared  during  year 
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B.  PRIVATELY-OWNED  HOUSE  IMPROVEMENT 


1.  DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 

(a)  Applications  submitted  during 

the  year  . 

(b)  Improvements  completed  by  end 

of  the  year,.  . . 

(c)  Approximate  average  grant  per 

house  of  (b)  . 

(d)  Total  number  of  houses  improved 

with  grant  aid  since  1949. 


In  G.I.A, 1 s  Others 
5  106 

8  6o 

£1,037 
304 


2.  STANDARD  GRANTS 

During  the 

Year 

(a)  Number  of  separate  houses  for 

which  grants  have  been  made:  11 

(b)  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with 

(i)  Bath  or  shower  ... 

(ii)  Wash  hand  basin  ...  3 

(iii)  Hot  water  supply  ... 

(iv)  Water  Closet  ...  ...  11 

(v)  Sink  . 

C.  COUNCIL  HOUSE  IMPROVEMENTS 


Total  to 
Date 


70 


31 

55 

52 

34 

9 


Number  of  council-owned  properties 

improved  with  exchequer  assistance  55  119 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

There  is  still  one  privy  closet  in  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
but  application  has  been  received  from  the  owner  to  improve  the 
property  and  this  will  mean  the  removal  of  the  privy. 


Public  Conveniences 

The  Conveniences  at  Branch  End,  Stocksfield,  and  Road  Ends, 
Prudhoe,  again  required  regular  inspection  and  constant  cleansing 
and  repair  was  necessary  to  keep  the  premises  in  a  reasonable  state. 

The  Conveniences  in  Prudhoe  were  particularly  vulnerable  to 
vandalism,  hardly  a  week  going  by  without  some  damage  being  done. 
Windows  and  piping  were  constantly  being  repaired,  and  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  replace  all  glass  by  unbreakable  glass. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (House  and  Trade  Refuse) . 

The  refuse  collection  service  continued  successfully  during  the 
year.  The  manual  labour  was  subject  to  incentive  bonus  and  one 
of  the  advantages  of  this  scheme  appears  to  be  the  reduction  of  work 
days  lost  due  to  sickness.  Extremely  good  attendance  by  the  men  has 
been  noticeable. 

The  Council  agreed  to  the  introduction  of  a  sack  system  for 
refuse  collection  but  unfortunately  it  cannot  be  implemented  until 
delivery  is  taken  of  a  new  refuse  vehicle  which  has  been  on  order 
some  nine  months  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  full  day  is  used  by  one  vehicle  for  the  collection  of 
unwanted  household  articles.  Once  again  this  system  is  proving 
to  be  invaluable  especially  now  that  householders  have  become  aware 


of  it 


The  Council’s  tip  at  West  Wylam  has  not  given  rise  to  serious 
nuisance  since  the  introduction  of  a  permanent  tip  attendant,  full¬ 
time  use  of  a  Drott  machine  and  the  taking  of  more  inert  covering 
material  thus  allowing  proper  controlled  tipping  methods. 


FACTORIES  ACT ,  1961 


The  register  at  the  end  of  1972  was  as  follows: - 


Bakeries  ...  ...  « . .  ... 

Blacksmiths  and  Light  Engineering 

Brickworks . . 

Builders’  Premises,  etc . 

Dye  manufacture . ... 

Oarages  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Kitchen  furniture  manufacture... 

Paint  manufacture .  ... 

Sewage  treatment  works  . 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Paper  manufacture. . . 


• 


•  •  • 


o  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


o  •  • 


1 

6 

1 

8 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 


33 
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Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


(l)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3?  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authorities. 


;  Number 

on  |  Inspec-  j  Written 
i Register  j  tions  j  Notices 


23 


33 


j  Occupiers 
Prose¬ 


cuted 


< 

! 

i 


l 

I 


(2)  Factories  not  included  in 

(1)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority  .  ... 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
Outworkers'  Premises)  ... 


Total 

I 

j  _ _ 


1 


10 

i 

j 

i 

i 

f 

} 

j.  - 

A 

j 

| 

1 

! 

33 

35 

fi 

1  - 

jl 

j 

—  —  | 

Number  of  Cases  in  v/hich  Defects  were  Found 


| 

Referred 

Prose- 

Particulars 

! F  ound  ! 
1 

Remedied 

To 

H.M.I 

By 

H.M.I. 

cutions 

instituted 

|  1 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . '  1 

L-' 1  " 1 " . 111 . ■ 

1 

-  r.  im( 

j 

mm 

_  mm 

Overcrowding  . .  . . .  j  — 

i 

Unreasonable  Temperature.  ...!  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation . j  — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors!  — 

• 

Sanitary  Conveniences: 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

(a)  Insufficient . j  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  Defective..;  2  1 

2 

f  • 

(c)  Not  Separate  for  Sexes...  — 

— 

.  

—  — 

—  — 

1  I 

Total  . ..  j  3 

3 

_ 

! 

- - - 

Outwork 

There  are  no  Outworkers. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT ,  1955 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations  -  Inspections  made  of  various. Food  Premises 


Bakehouses  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

Butchers  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

Canteens,  Restaurants  & 

Snack 

Bars 

10 

Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

•  •  • 

0  0  9 

9 

Grocers  &  Confectioners 

•  •  • 

9  9  9 

27 

Greengrocers  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

0  0  9 

14 

Hospital  Kitchens 

•  •  • 

9  0  0 

6 

Public  Houses . 

•  •  • 

0  9  0 

4 

Disposal  of  Unsound  Food 

The  following  foods,  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  were  disposed  of  at  West  Wylam  refuse  tip. 

UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED 

Frozen  Foods  .  121  packets 

Various  Foods  .  86  tins  or  packets 

Food  Complaints 

The  following  complaints  were  received  from  the  public.  Whilst 
no  legal  proceedings  were  taken,  such  action  as  was  taken  does  help  to 
keep  food  manufacturers  and  handlers  aware  of  their  obligations. 

C omplaint  No .  l/7 2  -  Mouldy  Butter  -  Retailing  Company  severely  warned. 

Complaint  No.  2/72  -  Beetle  in  Jam  -  Manufacturer's  warned. 

Complaint  No.  3/72  -  Decomposing  tin  of  Meat  -  Importers  requested  to 

take  matter  of  defective  sealing  up  with  foreign 
manufacturers . 

Complaint  No.  4/72  -  Insect  in  tin  of  Peas  -  Packers  warned. 

Complaint  No.  p/?2  -  Insect  in  Chips  -  Shopkeeper  severely  warned 

and  repairs  to  be  put  in  hand. 

Complaint  No.  6/72  -  Unsound  Fried  Chicken  -  Complaint  not  sub¬ 
stantiated. 

Complaint  No.  7/72  -  Decomposing  Bacon  -  Retailing  Company  and 

Manageress  of  shop  severely  warned. 

Complaint  No,  8/72  -  Unsound  Minced  Beef  -  Shopkeeper  warned. 

Complaint  No.  9/72  -  Foreign  matter  in  bread  bun  -  Manufacturers  warned. 

Complaint  No.  10/72  -  Maggot  in  Raisins  -  Importers  to  take  matter  up 

with  foreign  packers. 

Complaint  No,  11/72  -  Earwig  in  Christmas  Cake  -  Manufacturer’s 

severely  warned. 

Complaint  No.  12/72  -  Biscuits  tasting  of  Petrol  -  Complaint  not 

substantiated . 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1933  -  Sampling  in  Prudhoe  area, 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  Inspector  of  Weights 
and  Measures  of  the  Northumberland  County  Council,  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Authority,  and  I  am  indebted  to  him  for  the  information. 

No.  sent 


Article 

Apple  (tinned) 
Beefburgers 
Blackcurrant  drink. 
Cheese  spread 
Chicken  Pie  Filling 
Cooking  Oil 
Cream 
Currants 
Fish  Cakes  . . . 

Fish  Paste  . . . 
Grapefruit  Juice 
Ham  and  Pork  (tinned) 
Ice-cream 
Jam 

Lemon  Curd 
Lemon  and  Lime  Drink 
Liver  Pate* . . 

Malted  Milk. . 
Margarine 
Milk 

Orange  Drink. 

Orange  Juice. 
Paracetamol  Tablets 
Peas 

Rice  (tinned) 

Rice 
Sauce 
Sausages 
Steak  (tinned) 
Sultanas 
Vinegar 

Total. . 


•  • 


•  • 


to  Analyst 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 


Genuine 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

33 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 


38 


71 


Ice  Cream 

4  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  from  shops  in  the  area 
including  one  local  producer  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the  area. 

Milk 

12  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  Northumberland  County 
Health  Inspector  from  premises  and  schools  in  the  district,  and 
all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Water  Supply  ’ 

Premises  in  the  Prudhoe  U.D.C.’s  area  are  supplied  from  mains 
of  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company  and  there  are  no  external 
standpipes. 

Samples  by  the  department  and  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company  have  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Fluoridation  is  practised  at  the  Whittle  Dene  and  Throckley  Filter 
Plants  and  the  concentration  was  maintained  at  1.0  milligrammes  per 
litre,  the  optimum  dose  for  the  promotion  of  dental  health. 

Swimming  Pool 

Routine  visits  to  the  pool  were  continued  during  the  year.  3 
samples  of  the  water  were  taken  and  all  were  in  order  bacteriologically. 

Systematic  testing  of  the  water  is  carried  out  daily  by  the  staff. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation  of  Premises 

Few  complaints  were  received  but  they  were  all  dealt  with 
expeditiously  and  included  wasps,  ants,  cockroaches  and  clover  mite. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936  -  Section  107 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  the  urban  district. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960. 

Several  complaints  were  received  and  all  abated  except  one 
which  is  still  receiving  attention. 

Those  abated  included  noise  from  a  garage  near  dwelling  houses, 
and  noise  from  a  dance  hall. 

Action  is  still  being  taken  informally  with  the  owners  of  a 
large  factory  in  view  of  the  complex  nature  of  the  nuisance  and  its 
cure. 

Clean  Air  Acts,  1936  and  1968. 

There  were  no  complaints  of  nuisance  from  smoke  received. 

Solid  fuel  is  steadily  being  replaced  by  smokeless  fuels  for 
domestic  heating,  which  is  giving  more  reason  to  the  lack  of  smoke 
control  areas.  Many  council  houses  have  been  provided  with  gas 
central  heating  whilst  not  a  few  private  house  owners  have  carried 
out  similar  alterations  with  the  aid  of  improvement  grants. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

The  inspection  of  offices  and  shops  did  not  receive  as  much  attention 
as  desirable  but  nevertheless  those  premises  where  contraventions  were 
found  were  soon  rectified. 


One  accident  was  reported,  also  a  member  of  the  public  was  overcome 
by  fumes  following  carrying  of  curtains  which  had  been  dry-cleaned.  It 
was  found  that  this  was  due  to  direct  contravention  of  the  rules  laid  down. 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of  Premises  ! 

Total  No.  of 

No.  of  registered 

premises  receiving 

newly  registered 

registered 

one  or  more 

during  the 

year 

premises  at 

end  of  year 

general  inspections 

during  the  year 

Offices  . 

17 

Retail  shops.  ... 

46 

29 

Wholesale  shops, 

warehouses 

- 

1 

- 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  the  public, 

canteens 

- 

9 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

3 

— 

Totals  . . . 

- 

76 

39 

Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  to  Registered  Premises:  62 


Analysis  of  Workplaces  and  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises: 


j 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  1 

Persons  employed  j 

Offices  . 

^9  j 

Retail  shops . 

230 

Wholesale  departments, 

warehouses  . 

2 

Catering  establishments 

open  to  the  public... 

53 

Canteens  •••  •••  • • • 

5 

Fuel  storage  depots  . • . 

3 

Total 

344 

Total  Males 

158  j 

Total  Females 

186 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


The  nuisance  from  rats  and  mice  in  Prudhoe  is  not  great,  but 
those  complaints  received  were  given  prompt  and  efficient  attention 
by  the  Rodent  Operator  who  also  carries  out  other  necessary  work  for 
the  department.  The  details  are  given  in  the  table  but  it  cannot 
be  said  that  there  are  any  large  infestations.  The  Council’s  Refuse 
Tip  at  West  Wylam  requires  routine  treatment  for  rats  but  the  numbers 
of  rats  eradicated  are  small. 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district. 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following 
notification . . . . 


3- 


(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats.. 

(2)  Mice.. 

(a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification . . 


(b)  Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats.. 

(2)  Mice.. 


Type  of  Property 


Non-Agricultural  Agricultural 


4,104 


282 

66 

21 


52 


36 


4 

4 


Sewers 

4.  Were  any  sewers  infested  by  rats  during  the  year? 


No, 
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Conclusion 


I  wish  to  tender  my  gratitude  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  all  other  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  support  during  my  first  full  year  of  office. 
I  have  been  given  much  guidance  and  help  by  them  which  has  proved 
the  worth  of  co-operation. 

I  am  also  grateful  to  Dr.  Smith,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  to  Mr.  A.G.A.  Groome,  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  for  their 
assistance  during  a  difficult  and  exploratory  period. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  also  due  to  Miss  J.  Gray,  who  has  been 
invaluable  during  the  year,  and  her  experience  and  local  knowledge, 
was  of  great  assistance  to  me.  It  would  be  remiss  of  me  not  to 
mention  Mr.  H.  Diddle,  my  foreman  on  the  refuse  section,  Mr.  W. 

Smith,  fitter,  and  all  other  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  help. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  G.  Oxley, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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